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The flyers who are braving this terrific flak receive the troops*
applause. The soldiers understand now what is behind that familiar
communique line: "Six of our bombers are missing/'

Turning from the replacement of housing to the safekeeping of
essential buildings, we find that something of the various devices
used by the Germans to conceal or protect their key factories, which
are of course harder to replace than housing, has become known
since the invasion of their country. The three chief procedures were
decentralization, concealment, and strong overhead cover. The vari-
ations played on these themes will no doubt be studied by architects
and military engineers for years to come. A few headlines and frag-
ments of text on the subject read as follows: "City under Berlin
Found by Russians ... an Underground Palace"; "Hidden Fac-
tories Kept Reich Going, Industries Were Buried ... in Depth of
Forested Regions"; "Berlin Growing Trees on Roofs as Camouflage
against R.A.F. . . . outlines of ponds altered . . . small bodies
of water . . . concealed completely by ... painted nets ... by
planting rushes or ... setting out rafts covered with sod"; "Camou-
flage Thantom City' in Ruhr To Fool Allied Aviators"; "Berlin
Chiefs' Lair Deep under Earth"; "Moselle Arsenal Eludes Our
Fliers, Difficulty of Knockout from Air Shown by Vast Plant Fleeing
Foe Left Intact"; "Germany is ... sprawled across the map of
Europe, and the targets for raiding . . . bombers are innumerable";
"Nazi Plane Factories Dispersed . . . the process of decentraliza-
tion can be indefinitely continued, the [German] Fighter [plane]
production is no longer an economical target"; and so on for column
after column of type.

Turning aside into the future for .a moment, we should note an
almost wholly neglected truth. Whatever degree of effectiveness
strategic bombing has today it will lose tomorrow, unless mankind
criminally neglects moderate preparation of cities against the air
threat. This statement may shock popular opinion, which believes
that the bomber, being new, has hardly yet begun to fight. The one
chance in favor of a repetition of recent calamities is that the threat
may be neglected. Such neglect may happen; Fuller (Watchwords,
p. 71) writes: "Before me lies a booklet entitled TLondon Re-
planned/ Though its illustrations are those of a super-Athens under